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SAVE THE DATES 
Comedy Show 2025 

(see page 3) 
May 23, 2025 

Doors open 5:30 pm;  
Dinner 6:45 pm; Show 8 pm 

 

Spring Meeting 
Our Spring Meeting will be held on Tues-
day, May 6, 2025. We will again be meet-
ing at The Lakes, 720 Putnam Pike, Green-
ville. People may gather beginning at 6:30 
pm for light refreshments, and the meeting 
will begin at 7:00 pm. Car pooling is en-
couraged, as there is limited parking. 
 
We will have our usual reports, as well as 
updates to several items. Come and see 
what goes on behind the scenes at CPWL. 
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2024 - A Banner Year to Celebrate 

On September 16, 2024, CPWL complet-
ed its 55th year of existence. Significantly, it 
was the most financially successful year in its 
history. Thanks to a $80,000 grant from the 
Gregson Foundation at the Rhode Island 
Foundation, directed by our neighbor Patty 
Gregson Nugent, as well as increased dues 
collection, boat stickers, and our Comedy 
Show fundraiser, we grossed over $120,000 
this past year. In previous years, our income 
has been under $25,000. 

Although we have raised more money 
than any time in our history, we are also 
spending more money on long deferred 
maintenance items. 

 While all of these things have been talked 
about for years (in some cases decades), they 
are finally being executed. The section of the 
dam between Pine Ledge Road and West 
Greenville Road has been restored to the 
original slope and rip rapped (see page 2). 
There is money budgeted to treat a cyanobac-
teria outbreak if that should occur and to spot
-treat weed infestation where needed. There 
have been past legal questions; we have mon-
ey to address that with a attorney who is an 
expert in this field. The URI Watershed pro-
ject does a great job of testing our water, but 
the number of sites where water is tested is 
small, and there is a long delay between tak-

ing of samples and receiving test results. We 
have budgeted to do some additional testing 
with timely results (within a few days). Last, 
but not least, we are working with DEM on 
the next steps to take regarding the water 
piping situation in the dam just south of the 
gatehouse. 

The Executive Committee wants to thank 
everyone who made this possible. Each dues 
paying member, those that donated above 
and beyond dues, the fundraising team for 
the Comedy Show, and of course our gener-
ous neighbor Patty Gregson Nugent.  

We are moving forward and tackling 
things that need to be done! 

Thank you to Patty Gregson Nugent 
While many of you are not Star Trek fans, 

most everyone has at least heard of Captain 
James T. Kirk. At the end of the movie Star 
Trek: Generations (when Kirk dies), among 
Captain Kirk’s last words are, “Did we make 
a difference?”  

Please join me in thanking Patty for 
“making a difference” to Waterman Lake.  

Patty has been a lifelong resident of the 
lake, and has been a supporter of CPWL in 
the past. The most recent gift, however, is the 
largest in history of our organization. 

The Gregson family’s involvement in tex-
tile mills goes back many years. In 1919, the 
Worcester Textile Company was founded in 
Worcester, MA, by brothers Herbert and Ed-
gar Gregson. Edgar was Patty’s grandfather. 

In 1929, the company moved to Valley 
Falls, RI, purchasing a larger mill. Ten years 
later, they had outgrown the Valley Falls 
plant and purchased the Greystone Mill on 

Greystone Avenue in Providence, when it 
became available.  

By 1942, the mill employed over 500 peo-
ple, operated 104 broad looms, and 7,200 
spindles. Much of this machinery was pow-
ered by water flow from Waterman Lake, 
and other reservoirs. The Gregsons, known 
as “the two masters,” believed in “everyday 
good management practice,” including ex-
treme fairness to employees, installation of 
up-to-date-equipment, close attention to de-
tails, and keeping waste to a minimum. They 
initiated profit sharing with all employees in 
1941, a relatively new concept in corporate 
America. 

The Gregson family has made a big differ-
ence to the people of Rhode Island. It is a 
fitting legacy that Patty Gregson Nugent con-
tinues to make a difference at Waterman 
Lake. Thank you, Patty! 
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While much of the dam we can see from 
boating on the lake looks to be in good con-
dition, there is a section of dam which has 
been ignored for several decades. The section 
of dam between Pine Ledge Road and West 
Greenville Road is difficult to reach and has 
suffered significant erosion over the last few 
decades. Thanks to a grant from Gregson 
Foundation at the Rhode Island Foundation, 
we were able to perform long overdue 
maintenance on this section of the dam. 

Trying to be as cost effective as possible, 
the executive committee sought bids from 
three vendors for the work on the dam last 
November. The bids received had a $55,000 
difference between the highest and lowest 
bidder (from about $20K to $75K). After 
much deliberation on the part of the Execu-
tive Committee and conferring with the ven-
dors, we realized that the project was not 
specified appropriately. We clarified the 
scope of work, and four vendors bid on the 
job. The work was awarded to Providence 
Grass Company, owned by Mark Favreau. 
Work began in early January and was com-
pleted about two weeks later (except for hy-
droseeding to be done in the early spring). 
The total cost of the project (including hy-
droseeding) will be $47,767. Thank you to 
Mark Favreau and his crew at Providence 
Grass Company for the fine work they did. 

We also owe a special thanks to our 
neighbor Patty Gregson Nugent for her dona-
tion which made this possible. 

Major Dam Maintenance Completed  

Before—note the large amount of erosion 

After—nicely regraded and rip rapped 

CPWL Christmas Party  
The CPWL Pot Luck Christmas Party was 

held December 6 at the Laurel Grange in 
Harmony. The evening began a bit “chilly” – 
literally, as the propane had run out. While 
we waited, we all enjoyed warm apple cider 
and catching up with our neighbors.  

After a short time of wearing coats, the 
tanks were refilled, and both spirits and tem-
perature warmed up. We enjoyed a wide vari-
ety of foods, not to mention desserts.  

A good time was had by all. Thank you to 
the social committee (pictured below) for 
setting this up! 



 

  A publication of the Citizens for the Preservation of Waterman Lake, Inc.      3 

2025 CPWL Spring Gala and Fund Raiser 

Last year’s Gala was attended by over 250 
people and was an incredible evening. This 
year’s Gala promises to be bigger, longer, 
and uncut! 

Put on your smiley face and join us for an 
evening of fun and entertainment. While one 
of the goals of this event is to raise money, it 
is also a time for us to get together and just 
enjoy a relaxing evening with one another.  

Tickets are available online at https://
www.cpwl.org/funnight and also from many 
of our neighbors: Jonathan Marz, Jean Eaton, 
Kristen Caramante, Carol Macari, Karyn 
Rhieu, Tony Angelone, and Sandra Sullivan. 
Feel free to reach out to any of them for tick-
ets or more information. 

Event Details: 

· May 23, 2025, at Wright’s Chicken Farm, 84 Inman Road, Burrillville, RI 

· Doors open at 5:30 pm with cash bar, raffle sign up until 6:30, dinner at 
6:45, and the show begins at 8:00. 

· Tickets are $75 per person 

· Comedy Show will take place after dinner with Mike Hanley as the head-
liner, joined by Kristy Kielbasinski and PJ Thibodeau 

· Note that the comedy show will contain adult content 

· Tickets available online at https://www.cpwl.org/funnight 

· Or contact Michael Stewart at Stewthirteen@gmail.com / 781-249-5700 

Nighttime Boating 
Like many of you, I love boating on the 

lake, regardless of the time of day or night. 
There are few things better than watching 

the moon rise on the lake with a warm wind 
blowing through your hair. 

Nighttime boating, however, comes with a 
new set of hazards. We all need to be aware 
of the increased dangers and the more restric-
tive rules for boating at night. 

I learned about these hazards very force-
fully when I was just six years old. 

In 1965, long after I had been tucked into 
bed and was asleep, my much older cousin, 
Donnie Viall, was out boating one night on 
the lake. It was a dark, cloudy night, and 
there was much less ambient light from the 
street and floodlights on the land, than there 
is today. In the course of that night, he ran 
into and over the gunnel of a Boston Whaler 
cruising the lake with no lights. Fortunately, 

no one was hurt that night, but a lot of people 
were scared. 

We all need to be aware of regulations 
regarding night time boating. Coast Guard 
regulations say that any powered watercraft 
underway at night must have a red light to 
port (left), a green light to starboard (right), 
and a white light visible from the stern (rear) 
of the watercraft. If a boat is at anchor, a 
white light must be visible 360°. Unpowered 
craft are required to have a white light visible 
360° at all times. The speed limit at night is 5 
mph. No water skiing, tubing, or similar ac-
tivities are allowed at night, which is defined 
as half an hour after sunset to half an hour 
before sunrise. 

None of us want to be attending a funeral 
for someone who is accidentally killed on the 
lake. Let’s put safety first so that everyone 
may enjoy! 



 

 

Citizens for the Preservation 
of Waterman Lake (CPWL), Inc. 
PO Box 82 
Harmony, RI 02829-0082 

WATERMAN LAKE Notes 

A publication of Citizens for the  
Preservation of Waterman Lake, Inc. 

Permission to reproduce articles is  
hereby granted and encouraged. 

Credit would be appreciated. 

Comments to: cpwl@cpwl.org 

 Layout: Philip Viall
 Writing: Philip Viall 
 Photography: Robert Eaton 
  Claudette Roy-Viall 
  Philip Viall  

CPWL Officers (2025-2026) 

 President: Robert M. Eaton, Jr. 
 Vice-President: Kenneth Robertson 
 Treasurer: Philip H. Viall 
 Secretary: Elizabeth Viall 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember to like 
us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/cpwl.org 

Dues are Due! 
A reminder that dues for 2025 are due by 

the Spring meeting (May 6). Dues are $175 
for 2025 and may be paid online by going 
to www.cpwl.org and then clicking on 
Membership & Dues. You may also pay by 
sending a check to CPWL, PO BOX 82, 
Harmony, RI 02829. For everyone who 
enjoys the lake, this is a very small price to 
pay, and every dues-paying member makes 
a difference! 

Many companies will match an employ-
ee’s donation to a charitable organization. If 
you think your company might be one that 
matches donations, please inquire with the 
Human Resources Department.  

If you need help filling out any forms, 
contact treasurer@cpwl.org, and we’ll be 
happy to help! 

Feedback Welcome and Encouraged 
Please feel free to send comments and feedback to cpwl@cpwl.org. Let us know what topics 
you would like to see covered in future issues of WATERMAN LAKE Notes. If you have 
interesting stories about historical events feel free to share them. Be safe this winter! 

 
Thank You, Mark Krawiec 
 

Over the life of CPWL, many people on 
the lake have helped out as volunteers. Some-
times, it’s as simple as cleaning up some lit-
ter. But other times, it is some grueling hard 
work.  

We would like to extend a sincere “thank 
you” to Mark Krawiec, a resident of the lake.  

Mark has done many things for our lake 
association over the last many decades. Most 
recently he cut down several trees on the 
dam, and removed all brush, and wood. This 
was recommended by the engineering report 
done by GZA Engineering.  

From small things to big things, each of us 
has a part to play. We thank Mark for his 
accomplishing one of the really “big things!” 
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